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should not be trial and error
It is human rights month and on 21 March 2021 we are celebrating HUMAN 
RIGHTS DAY for the 27th time since the advent of our democracy. We are focusing 
this month on every child’s right to a basic education. This right is safeguarded in 
our Constitution (section 29) and international treaties such as the UN’s Convention 
on the Rights of the Child and the African Charter in the Rights and Welfare of the 
Child, while the South African Schools Act requires by law for children to attend 
school. 
In the 30 years that Kidz Care Trust is rendering services to children living and 
working on the streets (or so-called street children) the one constant was and still 
remain the right to a basic education for the children we work with – to get them from 
the street back onto their feet. Alas, not due to a lack of trying! Looking back over 
three decades of uncountable attempts, interventions, discussions, advocacy and 
sometimes pure begging, the basic education system remains unable to afford our 
children a basic education and perpetuated an ongoing trial and error approach to 
their right to a basic education.

Too often for the overwhelming majority of children in our programmes access to 
a basic education coincided with efforts to see whether they can cope with the 
schooling environment rather than the education system being able to accommodate 
them with their unique and particular special educational 
needs. Resulting in ongoing trial and error efforts where 
the obligation is on us and the children to make it work 
and not the school or wider education system to respond 
to and accommodate their educational needs and right.
At Kidz Care Trust we are not oblivious to the challenges 
that may coincide with accessing with our children’s right 
to a basic education, but that should not be the reason for 
the basic education system not to accommodate every 
child. 
In this Newsletter will take a closer look at this right, the 
issues and the opportunities. 
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THE RIGHT TO A BASIC EDUCATION

This is the real story of Xolani* (not real name and photo from 
stock images) and the challenges he experienced to claim his 
right to a basic education.
At the age of 7 a young Xolani entered Grade 1 like all other 
children with bright eyes expecting to learn new things – 
especially to read and write. However, there was also a reality 
outside his Grade 1 classroom – living in a household where 
alcohol abuse and violence were frequent occurrences, with 
him often being the receiver of physical and emotional abuse. 
This was the “extra bag” that he carried to school every day in 
addition to his school bag.
Our records show that during the first grades in school 
Xolani  was assessed by an occupational therapist that 
made certain recommendations to the School Based Support 
Team and District Based Support Team to assist him in the 
strengthening of his foundational knowledge and skills that 
will support more complex learning. We were not able to 
ascertain the specific interventions.
Xolani  entered Grade 4 at the age of 12 years, as he had 
to repeat two years. This is also the year when he started 
to show challenging behaviour and a significant drop in his 
marks. This escalated during the year (remember his home 
circumstances and that “extra bag” he brought to class every 
day), which resulted in disciplinary steps and ultimately 
the suspension of this 12-year-old in Grade 4 from school. 
Again, it is not clear what additional services were provided to 
remedy his behavioural challenges. 
In 2017 Xolani  progressed to Grade 5 in another school 
and was assessed (again) by the education department and 
a psychologist due his challenging behaviour (and he has 
started to use drugs). He was diagnosed with being severely 
mentally challenged with the added labels of hyperactivity, 

Xolani* did not fail, he was failed
behavioral difficulties and developmental delays. A plan had 
to be made by the persons involved and the option of sending 
him to a special school dealing with children with behaviour 
problems, formerly known as a School of Industry, but 
admission was refused as the school does not admit children 
addicted to drugs. Next the drug rehabilitation centre that 
admits adolescents were contacted by the authorities, but this 
centre was not willing to admit him because he was expelled 
from this centre previously due to his behaviour.
From here on the information about his education journey 
became vague and it was also the time when Xolani dropped 
out of school.
Before we go on with Xolani 's story, it is important to 
understand that dropping out from of school is seldom 
a conscious or deliberate decision by a child, but the 
culmination of home circumstances, experiences in school 
(building up over years) and the child’s ability to deal with 
these strains.   
During 2018 through our street 
work, Kidz Care Trust got to 
know Xolani who was spending 
a lot of time on the streets. He 
was not attending school, was 
seldom if at all at home, and 
was embracing a life of living 
and working on the streets of 
Bloemfontein at the age of 14.  
Let us fast forward to 2019 when 
Xolani was admitted to our child and youth care centre and 
was motivated to work on changing his behaviour with the 
support of our staff. He evolved to be a friendly and helpful 
child and with an eagerness to participate in the programmes 
offered by Kidz Care Trust at the child and youth care 
centre – particularly the dancing and boxing activities. We 
also saw how he increased his trust with in adults, while 
his habits of lying, stealing and getting involved in physical 
fights started to get less frequent. It was like watching a plant 
growing slowly and purposefully.
The next exciting step was Xolani indicating that he wanted 
to return to school. Big step! Combined with the fact that 
he is now 15 years old and was last in Grade 5 (Grade 9 is 

where most 15-year-olds find themselves in our schools), 
his experience of the schooling system was at the least 
challenging and disappointing. Nonetheless, we had a child 
with a plan to return to school.  
Our challenge started: Xolani on the one side with an 
eagerness to go back to school; and a basic education 
system that proves to be unable to accommodate this child. 
Exploring all possible school options – we were told ‘no we 
can’t’, ‘we will put him of a waiting list’ (seems to be a softer 
approach by some schools to refuse admission), ‘why don’t 
you try ABET with him’, and many more excuses over a 
period of more than 7 months. While we can cope (barely 
sometimes) with this inability of the basic education system, 
Xolani got a very clear message of rejection by this very 
system – because of who he is (with all the labels attached).   
Despite our continuous efforts, explanations and trying to 
provide some alternatives, Xolani’s disappointment was BIG 

and he gave up on his plan 
to go to school (and waiting 
to be assessed again, be put 
on medication again), gave 
up on himself, and returned 
to the streets. The lure of old 
friends on the streets, drugs 
and freedom of living on the 
streets trumped the planning 
and strategies of adults. We, as 
we always do, continued with 
services to him through our 

street work and drop-in centre, while we still tried to get some 
way for him and others to receive a basic education. 
It is now 2021 and Xolani, now 17, is still not attending school 
and is roaming the streets where he is involved in crime and 
using a variety of drugs to get through the day. Next year he 
will turn 18; and then only will he matter (in the system) – to 
be counted as part of the country’s statistics of young adults 
involved in crime, addicted to drugs and without employment. 
Xolani tried to get from the streets back onto his feet, but the 
basic education system failed him dismally. How different 
might his life and future have been, if only… he could execute 
his plan to attend school again.   

A TRUE STORY 
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The children that we work with 
at Kidz Care Trust comes to 
us from the shadows of life with 
challenges that are complex, multi-
facetted and require special types 
of interventions. This also include 
their education as one of the 
cornerstones to get them from the 
street, back onto their feet.
A culmination of 30 years of 
experience, research and a 
strong motivation led us to find an 
approach that is practical, workable 

and in the best interest of children living and working on the 
streets. We decided to combine our efforts to get the children 
into mainstream or special schools with an education centre 
that we established on our premises in Roodewal where 
our child and youth care centre is situated. Here we started 
to provide (with limited resources and lots of donations) a 
specialized custom education programme that considers 
the unique abilities and background of each child, while 
addressing the multiple barriers to learning that a child may 
have.
Our purpose with this education centre is:
•	 To provide educational programmes to children who 

cannot be accommodated in public school or who have to 
wait for admission (there is always hope).

•	 To provide educational support to children who do attend 
school where we can assist with homework, additional 
educational support and creating an environment where 
their learning is cherished.

•	 To provide life skills education programmes for all the 
children as part of the overall programme.

We have started with this through the wonderful support of 
volunteers but do realise that this is not sufficient to give 
full effect to every child in our programme’s right to a basic 
education. 
Our immediate need to make this work is funding to appoint 
a full-time educator that can implement an educational 
programme using alternative teaching methods with adaption 
to the curriculum. 
Kidz Care Trust needs R300,000 per year to appoint a 
full-time educator to implement this programme towards 

the children’s right to a basic education.

Heroes
Kidz Care Trust

•	 André Viviers
•	 Celeste Neethling
•	 CUT Covid Relief Fund
•	 Dr Chris Gouws
•	 Hantie Nienaber
•	 Joey Carelse
•	 Letitia Janse v 

Rensburg
•	 Metro Food Market
•	 Mofomo Construction

We thank our heroes for making a difference
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Kidz Care Trust is a non-governmental organisation serving the community of Bloemfontein. Our mission is to render life-changing services 
to children under the age of 18 years living and working on the street with the purpose to reunite them with their families and communities. 
We provide an integrated programme through a dedicated team of social workers, social auxiliary workers, auxiliary child and youth care 
workers, administrative staff, partner organisations & volunteers. We focus on preventing children from living and working on the streets 
through community based interventions that build resilience and reduce risks. Our interventions with children living and working on the streets 
of Bloemfontein involves outreach through our street work; a bridging programme between the street and integration back into their 
communities through our drop-in centre (in partnership with Park Road Police Station) and a structured residential care programme at our 
registered  child and youth care centre in Roodewal. 

•	 Mr Moeng
•	 Oranje Meisieskool
•	 Randy September
•	 Rosa Nortjé
•	 Shoprite Checkers
•	 Tweetoring Kerk
•	 Vivian Maclachlan
•	 Webaware

Staff News
CONGRATULATIONS
Kidz Care Trust is proud to 
congratulate our Programme 
Manager, Marita van 
Kraayenburg, with her Masters 
of Human Rights (passed with 
distinction) conferred upon her 
by the University of the Free 
State in 2020. The focus of her 
research as part of her Masters 

degree was Realizing the right to education for children living 
and working in the streets, finding the value of alternative 
education approaches to achieve children’s right to a basic 
education while they are in the process to get from the street 
back onto their feet.

Help us to MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Your financial support helps us to get them back on their feet.

Kidz Care Trust
ABSA Bank – Loch Logan

Cheque Account 4064878805

Want to HELP the 
children? 

We request all prospective or interested 
donors and volunteers to consider working 
through the organisation rather than directly 

with the children. This will ensure that 
they get specialised support and is more 

sustainable.
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WHAT DOES IT TAKE?

IN MEMORIAM
Michael van Heerden: 9 July 
1959 to 14 March 2021.
 Michael has been with Kidz 
Care Trust since our beginning 
in the early 1990’s. He worked 
as street worker on the streets 
and in the drop-centre, and in 
our child and youth care centre 
over the years. Buddas, as he 

was fondly known by many children living and working on 
the streets that he engaged with, has touched the lives of 
many hundreds of children (if not thousands) and walked 
the journey with them from the streets back onto their feet. 
Always kind. Always professional. Always respectful. Always 
insightful. This is how we will remember this icon for the 
rights of children in difficult circumstances in Mangaung. 
We are all saddened by the passing of Michael and we, and 
so many children, will miss our Buddas dearly. 

Education is the process of learning and the attainment 
of knowledge, skills, values, morals, beliefs, and 
habits. Children living and working on the streets have 
been learning (like all children) from birth as part of 
their development as human beings. Unfortunately, 
the circumstances that they are exposed to, require 
from them to gain knowledge and skills that lead to 
challenging behaviour and world views that few of us 
understand, while at the same time gaining knowledge 
and skills that assist them to survive on the streets and 
to be resilient. 
Part of Kidz Care Trust’s work when we do street 
work, provide services at the drop-in centre and our 
programme at the child and youth care centre is to 
provide ample and appropriate opportunities for the 
children to gain new knowledge and skills to cope and 
live in a world away from the streets. They are exposed 
to basic life skills such as hygiene, routines, building 
trusting relationships with others and how to deal 
with every day issues that they will found find on their 
journey from the streets back onto their feet.

This part of the children’s 
education does not 
require desks or books, 
but staff that know how 
to engage, support and 
couch coach every child 
that crosses our way on 
the journey to leave the 
streets.

It is not only about
Books  Desks

We believe that we should also always listen to the 
children in our programme and get their views on 
matters. Here are their views (unedited) about learning, 
education and school (with ages indicated in square 
brackets):

In their own words

We need to get the idea out 
of our heads that education 
is limited to something we 

do with a book, paper, and a 
pencil. 

True Aim: The Blue Manor Blog 

Receiving donation of books 
from Brebner High School for 

the Education Centre

Why do you want to go to school or learn?
“I want to be like other children” [12 years]

“I want my mother and brother to be proud of me” 
[14 years]

“I want to show everybody that I can succeed” [16 
years]

“I want a good job when I’m grown-up – a nice car 
and a grand house” [14 years]

“I don’t really want to go to school, but I do want to 
learn. I want to build things and repair" [17 years]

What do you want to learn about?

“I want to be like other children” [12 years]

“I want my mother and brother to be proud of me” 
[14 years]

“I want to show everybody that I can succeed” [16 
years]

“I want a good job when I’m grown-up – a nice car 
and a grand house” [14 years]

“I don’t really want to go to school, but I do want to 
learn. I want to build things and repair" [17 years]

“Educating all of our children must be one of 
our most urgent priorities. We all know that 

education, more than anything else, improves 
our chances of building better lives” 

Nelson Mandela (2008)

Dancing teaches the boys a number of 
life skills while having fun

A glimpse of part of the Education Centre – place of learning and where the right to 
a basic education can be realized 
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